School Uniform Policy Audit

Leeds East Academy will consider the responses to the questions in this audit by taking info account factors

such as the:

o Socio-economic status of our school community
o Pupil demographics of our school
o Uniform of neighbouring schools or schools within the White Rose Academies Trust
o Enforcement of the existing policy
o Views of the Leeds East Academy school community

How has Leeds East Academy Limited Uniform Costs and Ensured

Value for Money?

have items with distinctive
characteristics that mean
parents or carers can't
buy them at a range of
retailers (i.e. a branded
item)?

E.g. items that have to
have a school logo, or
unigque
colour/fabric/design

Question Yes/No | Next Steps
Notes
Does Leeds East Academy Yes Distinctive characteristics of uniform allows for identification of

children on school visits and for identification between Leeds East
Academy and neighboring schools. Blazers are branded with the
academy logo.

Do parents need to buy
branded items in
multiples?

E.g. if pupils are likely to
need spare items (like
socks or shirts) or if they're
likely fo grow out of the
item quickly

No

All students must have an academy blazer and academy tie
which were given to parents. Parents were able to use the
voucher at our uniform provider Rawcliffe’s.

Can Leeds East Academy
reduce the cost of
branded items while sill
making sure they
represent value for
money?¢

No

Logos are embroidered and therefore are sustainable.

For items that pupils could
also wear on non-school
days (such as coats, bags
and shoes), does Leeds
East Academy require
specific characteristics?

Yes

There are no specific requirements for coats. Bags must be able to
fit A4 documents in them. Shoes must be plain black
leather/leather look. This supports affordability as it stops shoes
being easily ruined due to the weather.

Does Leeds East Primary
Academy have optional
branded items?

Yes

There is an optional branded jumper.

Does Leeds East Academy
have any policy variation
for different
year/class/house groups?

No

Having such items could make it difficult for families to pass down
uniform items to siblings or friends. There are no policy variations
for year groups or houses at Leeds East Academy. Students have
lanyards to show their year group, but these are provided by the
academy.
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Does Leeds East Academy
have items that are only
required for extra-
curricular activities or
interschool competitions?e
E.g. sport, music or drama

No

Requiring parents to buy additional items for specific activities
could discourage some pupils from partficipating.

How has Leeds East Academy considered their duties under the

Equality Act 2010?

Note that the Equality Act 2010 doesn't go into specifics about what you can and can't do with your
uniform, and hasn't yet been fully tested in the courts. This means that although there's no definitive answer
at present on what you can/can’t include in your uniform policy, there could be in the future if a
discrimination claim tests the law.

in the uniform policy
based on sex (i.e. girls
‘'uniform and boys’
uniform) 2

Question Yes/No | Next Steps
Notes
Does Leeds East list items No Leeds East Academy has ensured that there is no gender split

in the uniform policy or requirements based on a student’s self-
identified gender.

Academy specify that
they’'ll allow for
adaptations to the policy
for pupils with protected
characteristics?

Does Leeds East No Leeds East Academy has ensured that there is no gender split in
Academy's uniform policy the uniform policy. There is no reference to hair styles or length
put anyone at a particular within the policy; as such there is no discrimination against the
disadvantage because of pupil's sex, race or religious beliefs.

their sex or gender

reassignment?

Does Leeds East No The Leeds East Academy uniform policy aims to accommodate
Academy’s policy put most religious requirements. For example, Headscarves are
anyone at a particular allowed as part of our policy.

disadvantage because of

theirrace?

Does Leeds East Primary Yes The Leeds East Academy uniform policy includes a statement to

explain that the school will allow for certain adaptations to the
policy for pupils with protected characteristics.

Enforcement of the existing Leeds East Academy Uniform Policy

Question Yes/No | Next Steps

Notes
Are there any parts of the Leeds No The academy provides examples of appropriate trousers
East Academy existing Uniform and shoes through a letter during summer to enforce
Policy that are hard to enforce? expectations and standards.
Have you received any negative No The uniform was voted for by students and the
feedback about aspects community. The academy will continue to ask students
of the Leeds East Academy existing their opinion of their uniform through student voice.
Uniform Policy?

Sources
This audit is based on:

e The new statutory guidance on the cost of school uniforms

¢ Non-statutory uniform guidance from the DfE
e Case studies on discrimination from the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-uniform
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/secondary-education-resources/useful-information/equality-case-studies

